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Press Release Oman Laser Association – 16 January 2005
Douwe Sickler wins Laser trophy again!
The belated 2004 Oman Open National championship for Laser dinghies was sailed last weekend from the beach off the PDO Recreation Club. In difficult sailing conditions Dutchman Douwe Sickler came out on top with very consistent sailing over 5 races. Second place was for Tony van Thiel only 2 points behind the leader. 31 Sailors participated in the event organised by the Oman Laser Association. 
On the first day, a strong breeze from the Northwest was unfortunately combined with a 2 m swell from the North. It was unsafe to launch the rescue boat in this weather, and after an initial postponement, racing for the day was cancelled early in the afternoon. As hoped by the participants and predicted by the weatherman, the situation improved overnight. Weather conditions were still unusual with an overcast sky, a moderate swell and a cold Northerly wind. 

Racing got underway at ten in the morning on the conventional triangular course set by Race Officer Frank van Beek and Rescue boat driver Chuck Heller. During the day 31 sailors participated in the championship, the highest number of participants in recent history. There were 8 sailors from the Royal Navy of Oman, 8 visitors from Civil Aviation Recreation Club and the fleet was complemented by sailors from the host, PDO Recreation Club. The 4 brand new boats of the PDO club were a welcome addition to the fleet and they enabled more people to sail to their abilities.
Immediately from the start of the first race it became clear that sailing would be difficult, and that the event would be decided by the sailor who could best read the conditions and choose the right side of the course. Large wind shifts and wind strength fluctuations resulted in large variations in race positions. First race was for Douwe. Newcomer in the race Victoria Grainger, the 2004 National champion in the Hobie 16 catamaran, showed that she can also sail a Laser dinghy by winning the second race, leaving her in first place in the intermediate ranking.

By the end of the morning, the wind and swell had picked up, and a zone of breaking waves had to be crossed to land the boats on the beach. Exhilarating scenes developed, with boats wildly broaching and capsizing, digging their bows in the water and toppling stern over bow or just being swamped by waves rolling over the deck. With teamwork and camaraderie, boats were quickly pulled onto the beach and damage was limited to one torn sail, one broken mast and a few bruises. 
Conditions in the afternoon continued to be challenging with three short races called. With 5 races in total, one discard was allowed in the racing instruction, allowing sailors to discard their worst result. In the afternoon Peter Searle won one race and Hobie cat sailor, Dave Clark, crossed the finish line twice in first place. Douwe used his considerable experience to best judge the conditions. He made good starts and usually choose the correct side of the course and ended on top of the scoreboard. Tony came out runner up on the final ranking. With enthusiasm and drive he consistently finished in the front of the fleet, without wins but always in the top 5. The following pack consisted of Victoria as best lady in third, Dave Clark in fourth and Peter Searle as best CARC sailor. 2001 winner Jan Wind who was somewhat off the pace and Alistair Currie closed the sub top in the event within 20 points. Best Omani sailor was Jameel Hassan from the Royal Navy of Oman. Youngest participant was 11-year old Paul-Henri van Thiel who sailed all 5 races of the event.
Prizes were awarded to all participants. The chairman of the Oman Laser Association, Jan Wind congratulated Peter Searle and Tony van Thiel with the excellent organisation of the championship. Frank van Beek and Chuck Heller were thanked for their strong management of the races and Weatherford was thanked for the sponsorship of the event. It is the intention of the committee to organise the 2005 Championship towards the end of the year.
Final results:
1) Douwe Sickler
   9pts, 
2) Tony van Thiel
 11pts, 
3) Victoria Grainger
 15pts, 
4) Dave Clark
 18pts, 
5) Peter Searle
 19pts, 
6) Jan Wind
 19pts, 
7) Alastair Currie
 20pts, 
8) Alan Jones
 27pts, 
9) Bob Gardham
 31pts, 
10) John Coates
 40pts, 
11) Cees van Eden
 46pts, 
12) Barrie Wiltshire
 46pts, 
13) John Murray
 46pts, 
14) Torstein Smensen
 50pts, 
15) Fred Park
 51pts, 
16) Jameel Hassan
 52pts, 
17) Rodger Martin
 56pts, 
18) Mafood Mohammed
 62pts, 
19) Yacoob Masoud
 63pts, 
20) Sue Ollerenshaw
 81pts, 
21) Rashid Khalfan
 82pts, 
22) Tony Carter
 83pts, 
23) Paul Harrison
 84pts, 
24) Abdulhakeem Al Keyumi
 89pts, 
25) Paul-Henri van Thiel
 91pts, 
26) Hussain Mohammed
 101pts, 
27) Mick Whittle/Bob Gloyn
 108pts, 
28) Saleh Said
 119pts, 
29) Mike Harris
 119pts, 
30) Issa Hamed
 124pts, 
31) Salim Khamis
 127pts

For full details and all pictures of the event see: http://www.pdo.co.om/hseforcontractors/rahbc/Sailing/Sailraces/2004-OLA-Nationals.htm 

