Hi Everyone!

What a frustrating weekend – but we did get three races in at least!

First and utmost sincere thanks go out to the OOD ’s and Race Officers who tried every which way to get us on the water.

Klaus, Angus, Joe, Jan, Steve, Stephen, Jane, Frank, Volker, Ken, Victoria, Greg and of course Martin, Qhalil and Murilli from the club.

With the unique support of Audi as our dedicated sponsor, the event has as certainly manifested the event into a Regatta to be involved in. Hobie have recognised this event as an official International Championship and our final results will be posted along side the Hobie Tiger Worlds, Thai Nationals, Aussie Nationals – and hopefully with some of you also participating in the next Hobie 16 Worlds in South Africa in Oct 2005!

Day 1: Thursday – all the teams where rigged, registered, weighed and signed on by 0830 – waiting for the wind. The race committee poised for despatch to lay a course as soon as the wind settled down to a steady direction / strength, but by 1600 it was evident that “no racing today” was the theme of the day and racing was suspended.

Day 2: Friday, a breeze had filled in early morning from the north as forecasted, the race committee where out on the water for 0800 surveying the scene and so by 1000 the wind had settled down in direction / strength and racing was on!

New to the sailors was the distinctive signature theme of ‘African Skies’ by Simple Minds, echoing across the bay to accompany the teams to their start area – a great atmosphere of anticipation and excitement filled the air. Little did they know that on the first boat’s finish and approach to the beach area they would also be greeted by another signature tune, ‘Praise Him’ by Fat Boy Slim!
Race 1 was held with just the minimum requirement of 5 knots of wind speed at the windward / leeward mark, a congested start line during the last minute before the start signal fuelled the nerves of sailors, luckily for all the competitors the start was clean with no recalls for starting early, – and all 9 teams got away without an infringement!

The course was designated a type 2 Course, which entails two rounds of the course, Bob & Judy Gardham pulled away in the first 100m and where never challenged, the ensuing pack led by another very talented father and son duo of Tony & Eric Van Thiel chased the leaders up the first beat and for the rest of the race.

Several minor tussles amongst the 5th / 6th laying teams where observed as boats approached the buoys between Greg Adams & Roger Merzian versus Pascal Richard and Alice Newell, but no real significant place changes occurred.
Results race 1:

1st  
Bob & Judy Gardham

2nd  
Tony & Eric Van Thiel 
3rd 
Rob Nieuwenhuijs & Anne-Marie Dedden
Race 2, type 2 course again was held in slightly more wind and with the 5 minute warning signal to the start announced, all the teams jostled for the best line to the start. 100m behind the line the teams began to take their starting lanes. Some teams slightly overshot their approach and during the last 20 seconds before the start found themselves trapped between the leeward boat and the start boat with no where to go but to stop, 4 boats met this fate. However with a very clean off the line starts in this bedlam of activity where Dave Clark & Safia Salim Al Habsi and slightly down the line Volker & Sabine Vahrenkamp, Victoria Grainger & Chuck Heller and slightly upwind Bernard Grossouvre & Barrie Wiltshire. As the first teams got away the trailing pack had to recover their starts and tacked away onto to port tack, the first 4 boats away stayed on starboard tack.

Slowly but surely Volker & Sabine started to pull ahead to leeward of Dave & Safia, however the tactical awareness of Dave & Safia paid off as Volker & Sabine attempted a tack onto port some 50m ahead and slightly down to leeward, they couldn’t quite make their turn and pull away and where then confronted with Dave & Safia on starboard tack, the ultimate scenario a give-way boat unable to make it thru their manoeuvre resulted in minor contact between the two boats even after Dave & Safia attempted to keep clear (as witnessed by Jan Williem and Bart Van Der Lee) – Volker knew that he had infringed the sailing rules was subject to a 360 degree penalty turn – which he promptly executed but lost out on 100m or so of lead which was not able to recover.
The top 3 boats then tacked over to towards windward buoy and to their surprise the boats that had previously tacked earlier had been lifted and with possible more wind crossed ahead of the leaders to assume a their pole positions in the race. The race was on, with the knowledge of another beat to windward and downwind leg after current downwind leg, the teams tactically gybed their way down wind to position themselves to round the leeward mark with their chosen side for the last beat to windward. As the teams focused on the others around them for every possible opportunity to gain a tactical advantage, they approached the gate rounding mark.  As each boat gybed to gain that little extra metre on their adversaries and carefully selected their approach to the marks to round with an advantage, Bernard & Barrie where just in the lead, Dave & Safia managed to gybe inside of them and claim rounding rights and managed to pull out a 50m lead as they powered up the last beat in first place, closely followed by four teams. Then, to the surprise of all the competitors, a sound signal was heard. As the teams searched the course for the source of this signal we all simultaneously saw the shortened course / finish code flag flying from the committee boat. Confusion around the fleet, some heated words between teams echoed over the water, back to the gate to finish, no we have already finished – all the boats then immediately stopped and returned to the committee boat to enquire what was happening, yes the race committee had finished the race in accordance with Para 12 of the sailing instructions.

As the results where published two teams, Dave & Safia and Victoria & Chuck knew that they where disadvantaged by this retroactive finish procedure and that it was not fully in accordance with the sailing instructions and therefore had no option but to protest the race committee for this error. Protests where lodged and heard and then redress given to both competitors.

Results Race 2:

=1st
Bernard Grossouvre & Barrie Wiltshire

=1st
Dave Clark & Safia Salim Al Habsi

=3rd
Victoria Grainger & Chuck Heller

=3rd
Jan Williem & Bart Van Der Lee
Race 3, again type 2 course, even with more wind – excellent news – the buzz was around the fleet that racing was on for the day! Again a very congested start with a repeat of race 2 whereby teams approached the start line a little too high and found themselves squeezed out by the leeward boats closing the door between them and the committee boat, with 5 seconds to go, 6 boats where stalled out trying to recover the start, but off with flying starts where Pascal Richard & Alice Newell and Dave Clark & Safia Salim Al Habsi. With the same bedlam as race 2, teams slowly recovered and had no option to tack away onto port tack and head out.  Again there was a favourable wind shift and more wind on this tack and the two lead boats found themselves in 4th / 5th position. Tony and Eric Van Thiel took the most from this gift, and very tactically held this lead to the finish; the ensuing 4 boats hunted their way around the remaining course, at some points only metres apart. These four positions on the finish line where only separated by a few seconds with the race committee sounding each finish as though they where playing a tune! 
This was shaping up to be a challenging day for all sailors and organisers!

Results Race 3

1st 
Tony & Eric Van Thiel

2nd
Volker & Sabine Vahrenkamp
3rd
Frank Van Beek & Mark Newell

With the requirement to change boats for each race to even out the perceived difference between boats, the teams returned to the beach to be met by the enthused outgoing teams for their race when the wind changed direction by 180 degrees which would entail a complete repositioning of the marks and then 15 minutes later the wind dropped. Racing was on hold again, a brief glimmer of hope when an hour later the wind came back, the teams for Race 4 where sent out to now a very recognisable tune, accompanying the teams every time they leave beach! But the adrenalin rush was short lived when as the boats arrive at the start area the wind dropped away, as the teams bobbed around for another 30 minutes waiting for the wind to come back, the race committee had no choice but to send them back to the beach, under drifting conditions.
On the beach the race committee constantly searched the horizon with binoculars looking for the signs of incoming wind, but unfortunately at 1600, it was obvious that the sailing was over for the day.

To conclude the event the Race Committee where challenged. Some teams had only raced one race others two races. Eventually it was decided to rank the teams by the average score for the weekend. 10 teams have pre-qualified for next weekend’s Open Championship, please see attached results. Unfortunately for Mel Porter and Jeroen Tettero they are unable to participate next weekend and have released their slot to the 1st reserve place, Pascal Richard & Alice Newell.
For the first time in the club’s history the club has recognised the importance of starting and then continuing the Youth teaching and racing program, at this years Audi Prequalification Round, Audi have provided a revolving trophy for the best placed Youth Team, congratulations to Greg Adams & Roger Merzian. To encourage more Youths into cat sailing the club is organising Hobie 16 catamaran monthly sailing competitions purely for the Youth teams. Their first race is planned for 22nd October.

Congratulations to the 10 teams that have qualified and we look forward to an exciting Open Championship next weekend!

Dave Clark
Catamaran Sailing Captain 
Tel: 973-2035
