Press release Nawras Oman Hobie 16 Youth National Sailing Championship

held at RAHBC on 20 & 21 December 2007.
This weekend saw the 4th Oman Youth Hobie 16 National Sailing Championship sponsored by Nawras with the strongest and highest quality fleet of sailors ever competing.

To help further promote the event this year the organisers opted to adopt the full Hobie 16 Open Nationals format of racing with two days of racing scheduled.

This year we also saw the first all Omani sailing youth team on the water at their first ever sailing championship. Suleiman Khamis & Abdul Latif Abdulla have been only sailing one month under the guidance of a new sailing development plan for Omanis being organised and promoted by the Ministry of Sports Affairs and supported by the Petroleum Development of Oman. Their commitment and attitude to racing was very impressive and can only bode well for the future of sailing for Oman. 
Racing started at midday on Thursday with a gentle 5 knot northerly breeze developing. Over the past week several teams where seen out on the water perfecting their starts and mark roundings, this preparation certainly paid off in the first race with these teams swiftly away and the first 3 positions being dominated by 1st, Rob & Suzy Clark, 2nd, Gordon Whitley & Alexander Rice, 3rd Katie Whyte & Lucy Ambrose and 4th place Paul Henri Van Thiel & Nick Saeby one of their best results of the Championship.

The second race of day saw a slight increase in the strength of the wind and a slight shift to the Northeast, this combined with some very difficult calls to judge the strength of the current saw a number of boats touching the marks and promptly being obliged to take their penalty turn. This race also saw the best result of the Championship for the Omani team Suleiman Khamis & Abdul Latif Abdulla with a very creditable fourth place with 1st & 2nd places swapping this time for Gordon Whitley & Alexander Rice, Rob & Susy Clark and Katie Whyte & Lucy Ambrose in 3rd place.

With the wind still hovering at a minimum acceptable level the race committee decided to run a third race immediately after race 2, which meant that all teams where now starting their second hour on the water. Again another clean start by all competitors with Andrew & Nick Whyte, Olivia & Paddy Faulkner getting extremely clean starts. As the fleet settled down to track their way up the first beat and get into clean air it was clear to see that all of the fleet where really settling into their racing mode. Another couple of penalty turns for the lead boats for touching the buoys saw the lead change throughout the race. Andrew & Nick Whyte, Olivia & Paddy Faulkner saw their starts rewarded with one of their best posted results of the Championship with a 3rd place and 5th place respectively. The top two places where again dominated by two teams, 1st , Rob & Suzy Clark, 2nd, Gordon Whitley & Alexander Rice. 
With the faltering wind and declining light it was considered time to end the days racing and all the teams where sent back to the beach to contemplate their strategy for the second days racing starting at 1100 the next day.

The over night leader board was as follows:
1st place Rob & Susy Clark, 4 points, 

2nd place Gordon Whitley & Alexander 5 points

3rd place Katie Whyte & Lucy Ambrose 10 points

4th place Andrew & Nick Whyte, 13 points

5th place Paul Henri & Nick Saeby 16 points

6th place Suleiman Khamis & Abdul Latif Abdulla 17 points

7th place Olivia & Paddy Faulkner, 19 points

Day 2 of the championship saw a slight increase in the wind and a more steadier breeze from the NorthEast and the increasing strength of the currents due to the spring tides, some very tactical sailing was required to stay ahead of the pack.

The fourth race and the first on day two of the championship was a repeat of the last race of day one of the championship. All three leading boats got away in clean air and maintained their tactical awareness of each other, placing 1st Rob & Suzy Clark, 2nd Gordon Whitley & Alexander Rice, 3rd Andrew & Nick Whyte.

The fifth race of the championship got under way with an outstanding port start by Gordon Whitley & Alexander Rice, a lead was established and never challenge and saw the trend of the rest of championship develop at the leaders end of the board with 1st place Gordon Whitley & Alexander Rice, 2nd Rob & Suzy Clark, 3rd Katie Whyte & Lucy Ambrose.
Tension was beginning to creep into the sailing of the two top boats, errors abounded, penalty turns, places changing – extremely exciting to watch, however as the teams settled down in race 6 was again a consolidation with yet another well timed port start by Gordon Whitley & Alexander Rice with a well deserved 1st place, followed by Katie Whyte & Lucy Ambrose their best result of the championship and in 3rd Andrew Whyte & Nick Whyte.

With the clock ticking and the light fading the race committee announced the next race was the final race of the championship, immediately you could see the competitors working out their total score with the one discard race allowed, this meant that Rob & Suzy Clark and Gordon Whitley & Alexander Rice where tied for first place on equal points and Suleiman Khamis & Abdul Latif Abdulla and Olivia & Paddy Faulkner where tied for sixth place on equal points with one race to go.

Race 7 saw the best start of the day for the whole fleet, very close racing and everyone fighting for clear wind to try and get that little extra boat speed. It seemed that Paul Henri Van Thiel & Nick Saeby where determined to not let the two top teams have their own way and sailed well to keep the pressure on and finished a creditable 4th place.

As the race progressed it became evident that whatever Rob & Susy Clark tried to do Gordon Whitley & Alexander Rice matched them tack for tack, gibe for gibe, with the inevitable result of pulling away and recording their third first of the day and their fourth of the championship thereby clinching the championship by 2 clear points.

Final results are:

1st place Gordon Whitley & Alexander 8 points

2nd place Rob & Susy Clark, 10 points, 

3rd place Katie Whyte & Lucy Ambrose 17 points

4th place Andrew & Nick Whyte, 23 points

5th place Paul Henri & Nick Saeby 30 points

6th place Suleiman Khamis & Abdul Latif Abdulla 36 points

7th place Olivia & Paddy Faulkner, 37 points
Our sincere thanks go to our exclusive sponsor Nawras who have supported our entire Hobie 16 Oman National Championship and to all of the race committee who made this event run so smoothly.

