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PRESS RELEASE


Nawras sponsors 2010 RAHBC Oman Open Hobie 16 Sailing Championship 

Muscat, 7 September 2010 – Nawras, a Qtel Group company, is proud to be sponsoring the 2010 Nawras Ras Al Hamra Boat Club (RAHBC) Oman Open Hobie 16 Sailing Championship.  The prequalification last weekend with 18 teams fighting for 12 boats, served as a preliminary contest ahead of the championship which is scheduled to be held on 23 and 24 September. 
Results saw Tony van Thiel first overall, with three firsts, closely followed by David Boeyinga, Simon Kay and Victoria Grainger in 2nd, 3rd and 4th place respectively, each with one first. The next eight teams were separated by only eight points.  Among those who qualified were three helms who have only been sailing Hobies for one season.  

Weather conditions were far from ideal. Midday Thursday came and went with no sign of any sailing. There were six races scheduled on each day to allow each team to sail twice against every other team; once in a new boat and once in an older one. Even by starting on time, six good races in one day is difficult to achieve but with so little wind, by mid afternoon racing had not started.  
There was a flutter of hope as a single boat came out on a whim and there was just enough breeze for the boat to make way, so it was decided to give it a go. No sooner were the teams out, the breeze dropped to nothing and racing was abandoned again. Fifteen minutes or so later the wind came up and a couple of good races took place. 

With less cloud cover than Thursday the prospects for wind were better on Friday and sure enough a breeze came in from the East.  The first teams were called out for a start at 12:15. There was a false start to the first race due to the OOD missing a start signal but eventually all boats got away to a clean start. Not surprisingly, some were rather late for the line. The current played a big part in this, as it was running with the wind at two knots. Many sailors struggled to round the windward mark, needing more than one tack to round the buoy. A course was set for two laps with the beat to the top mark a good distance away to create a race of around 30 minutes. As the wind dropped total race time approached an hour.

In all, six races were completed, which allowed each team to race three times. The sun was setting as the finish line was crossed for the last time. All the races were two laps, despite the light and fluctuating winds. These light winds favoured the lighter crews, but it could also be seen that the newer boats out performed the older ones.  
In the fading light, the prizes were distributed on the beach by Anwar Al Habsi, Sponsorship and Event Specialist from the event sponsor Nawras, and a special thank you given to the race committee, Stephen Martin, George Rice, Feather Mills, and Brett Hall.  

-end-
Notes to the Editor:
Nawras:

Omani Qatari Telecommunications Company SAOC was founded and registered in the Sultanate of Oman in December 2004. It launched its service in March 2005 as the second mobile operator in Oman operating under the name Nawras. Omani Qatari Telecommunications Company SAOC is majority owned by the Qtel Group, the leading telecommunications provider in Qatar and one of the world’s leading telecommunications companies. Omani Qatari Telecommunications Company SAOC also has a number of significant Omani shareholders which ensures that the company is strongly integrated into the Omani society. In 2009, Nawras was awarded the second fixed licence in Oman with services launched in mid 2010. Nawras has won a number of awards including Leader in Communications 2010, Customer Service Provider of the Year 2009, Middle East Mobile Operator of the Year 2007 from CommsMEA as well as Above and Beyond the Call of Duty at the World BSS Awards.
About the Qtel Group 

The Qtel Group is a diversified telecommunications provider with a presence in 17 countries, providing voice and data services to people and businesses, and bringing advanced technology to more than 60 million customers. We are committed to expansion in the MENA region, where we are the largest telecommunications group by number of operations, and South East Asia. Our vision is to be among the top 20 telecommunications companies in the world by 2020.  
For further information please contact:

Julie Amann

Press Manager 

e-mail: julie.amann@nawras.om
+968 9510 3669 
PAGE  
1

